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Reviewed by S. Kent Brown

At last, Latter-day Saints can hold in their hands a volume of
responsible studi es on the Dead Sea Scrolls that takes up issues of
interest and imporlance to them. Heretofore, too many among us
have suffered from the misguiding information that has been disguised in the bright, seductive hues of sensationalism. By far the
most important tour de force in the volume is the essay by
Florentino Garda MartIneZ on the messianic hopes portrayed in
the scroll s. Garcia Martinez is a scholar of international repute.
That he allowed his study to be published in this volume enhances
its value far beyond a Latter-day Saint readership. In addition. the
presence of hi s essay speaks volumes for the respect that he feels
toward the other authors.
On the ot her hand, the essay of Garda Martinez does not fit
the broad purposes of the volume, except perhaps in a very narrow sense. Of course, it serves to rev iew thoroughly the passages
that deal with or allude to messianic figures in the scrolls. In its
so lid and penetrating analysis lies its importance. The only
evaluation on this subject by a Latter-day Saint that approaches
Garda Martinez's study is the master's thesis written by Gaye
Strathearn. 1 But Latter-day Saint readers must be aware that
Garda Martfnez begins with a different set of assumptions when he
approaches a study of the Messiah. For him. everything has been a
"deve lopment" from the Old Testament. That is, during the New
Testament era when there was a lot of interest in a messiah, conce ptions about the Messiah grew out of certain Old Testament passages that people examined for poss ible clues. For example,
Garcia Martinez sees Isaiah 53 and other chapters speaking of a
"mysterious figure " (p. 118) who was appropriated by Christians
Sec Gaye Strathearn, "A New Messianic Fragment (4Q521) from the
Dead Sea Scrolls" (master's thesis. Brigham Young University. 1992),
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to point to Jesus, their suffering Messiah. In addition, the title Son
of Mall was merely "derived from Daniel 7" (p. 118). By contrast, the prophet Abinadi ties the prophesied person of Isaiah 53
directly with the coming Christ (Mosiah 14-15). And other
scripture illumines Son of Mati as a title of the coming Messiah
that was known by revelation centuries before Jesus' birth (Moses

7:24, 54-55, 59, 65). On one level, scholars suc h as Garcia
Martinez may use terms familiar to Latter-day Saints but mean
someth ing very different and think of their origin in very diffe rent ways.

Furthermore. the essay of Garcia Martinez points up the am-

biguity in the co llection. Some authors clearly wrote for Latterday Saints; others seemingly did so o nl y as an afterthought. Does
one detect an unsettled ed itori al stance here? Perhaps not. But the
title of the volume leads one to believe that its pages bring forward
issues of interest to Latter-day Saints. And that is not uniforml y
true. To be sure, one must not overstate or understate one's perceptions. For heretofore control of the field has often been
wrested by people who ran helter-skelter with the ball. In this vo lume, all the authors are persons of ski ll and demonstrated accomplishment, which brings a high degree of reassurance.
Andrew Skinner has taken on the largest of the subjects. True
to the title of the volume, in his first paragraph Skinner mentions
Latter-day Saints as persons who would be interested in the broad
dimensions of the scro ll s. And he is right. Keeping Latter-day
Sain ts in mind, he offers his usually fine presentation in reviewing
the complex story of the discovery of and early work on the
scroll s. He also skillfully weaves a tapestry that reveals what can be
said about the people who produced the scrolls, showing his abilities as a historian. But as he would be the first to admit, questions
remain. For instance, one might ask why one should rely on James
VanderKam for reconstructing events of the early days of scroll
research in preference to YigaeJ Yadin and John Trever, who were
principal participants. Further, the note that the Essene Gate of
ancient Jerusalem was located on the northwest corner of the city
has to be questioned (p. 30). Bargil Pix.ner showed the remains of
the Essene Gate to me and others on the southwest corner of the
ancient c ity, on the edge of the property belonging to the former
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Institu te of Holy Land Stud ies. Recent sc holarshi p now apparentl y
favors this spot. 2
The exce llent piece by Donald W. Parry, one of the edi tors of
the volu me, seems aimed at a non-LOS audience, as if it had orig inally been prepared for a professional confere nce. As is his custom, Parry has supported his observat ions very fi ttin gly fro m
reputable sou rces, an aspect of his general scholarship . I W<L'i partic ul arly pleased to find Parry's discuss ion of some aspects of the
book of I Siimuel as it appears in the scrolls (pp. 59-60, 62-64 ).
Because he has been working on Ihi s lext fo r a long lime, he is in
a position to make sign ificant commen t. Fortunate ly for us, he
chose to do so. As one might expect, problems exist. Let me note
three. First, it is not clear why the author draws attention to "0 u r
know ledge of the developme nt of . . . Greek" (p. 48). Is there
illuminating evidence that the Greek language developed on a
path para llel to "the development of Hebrew fa nd) Aramaic"?
Second, the usual caricature of the pseudep igrap ha is adopted
without challenge (p. 67 n. 17). One can show pseudonymous
authorship rather read il y for some ancient texts, but not all. Others, such as the Enoch texts, may go back to a very early source. 3
Third, I was su rprised to fi nd reference to the name Elolrim
(pp.62-64). Unli ke Jehovah, which is properly a name, Elohi m
was used anciently as a title. 4
T he ki nd of treatmen t that one hopes for in this volume W'e
fin d in the essay by Dana Pike. Like the ot hers, he supports hi s
conc lusions properly from rel iab le sources, includi ng those of
Latter-day Saint writers. He takes up the topic of the plan of salvation by limit ing his discussion to th ree importa nt areas of doctrine: (a) premortal life, (b) purpose of life, and (c) postmortal
life. One finds a nice ba lance throughout his discussion. When
Pike explores comparisons, he fi nds significant differences between Latter-day Saini be liefs and those mi rrored in the scrolls.
Because these differences are not just minor, he answers the

2

See AIle/lor Bible Dictionary. s.v. "Esscne Gate."

3 Sec Michael E. Stone. "Judaism at the Time of Christ." Sciemi/ic
American 228 (January 1973): 82. citing J. T. Milik.
4
See Keith H. Meservy, "Elohim." in Encyclopedia 01 Mormonism,
2:452-53.
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question about possible LOS or Christian affin ities to doctrines in
the scroll s with a firm " no" (p. 74), as di d Skinne r (pp. 36-37),
The contribution by David Seely comes in fo r hi gh praise.
Here we see (he work of a person who is famili ar with Dead Sea
Sc roll materials and whose work serves as a he lpful guide to th e
worship practices of the people al Qumran. insofar as one can reclai m the m from the scroll s and othe r sources. Seely se nsiti vely
pain ts a land scape that the ge ne ral reader can eas ily visualize.
However, one misses the considerable analytical skill s of the
author in th is piece. for the essay is chi efl y descript ive. Further,
the study provides no connecli ons, e xcept in the conclusion, to
issues of interest to Latter-day Sai nts. Did the author initia lly write
the essay for a different audience? Q uite possibly. In a nother vei n,
one minor matter deserves comme nt. There is nothing to assist the
reader in distinguishi ng between rabbinic and Pharisaica l
(p. 10 1), terms which at times mean the same thing and in oth er
contexts do not.
The study by Stephen Ricks lays out some of the most important passages associated with matters feat ured in the Book of
Mormon, brin gi ng focus on a broad array of topics from covenant to priesthood. Hence, his effort matches the inte nt of the vo lume. But the stud y may be incomplete, perh aps rushed into the
book before the subject had rece ived Ricks's fu ll auenti on. A very
gifted researcher, Ricks shows off onl y a fe w of hi s skills in thi s
piece. To me, it appears that he hast ily gathered and set out a few
notable passages from the scrolls. Unfortunately, little of his usual
careful analys is appears in these pages.
Scott Woodward's research results have captured the imag ination of students of the scrolls everywhere. Confere nce organizers
have shrewdly scheduled his presentations into the last slots so that
crowds stay until the end. That was certa inly the case in the confe rence he ld at the BYU Jerusalem Center in April 1995, in which
Woodward gave a presentation on the DNA analysis of the scrolls.
His work is in a preliminary state, as hi s paper shows. The value
will come in identifying the animal herds from which the skins
came for the copying of sacred texts that were to be read on special occas ions and in holy places . How so? Because the re were religious laws that restricted what kinds of animal skins could be
used for the texts read in the temple. Ide ntifyin g the types of ani-
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mal sk ins preferred by scribes at Qu mran may tell researchers,
among ot her things, whether these scribes fo llowed the rules with
whic h they were already famili ar.
T he length of the chapter on the Dead Sea Scrolls Database
(seven pages) belies the huge amount of work that has gone in to
th is superb product. Those who have bee n assoc iated with its creation and development receive my heart iest congratulations. T hey
deserve all the kudos that may come thei r way. There is on ly o ne
drawback. Unless one is a subscri ber to FARMS or has been in volved in the production of the database program, one cannot
purchase this most useful of com puter programs without walking
th rough an offset door as it were. Because of contractual ob li gations. BYU and FARMS cannot sell the software to an interested
pe rson unless the person first purchases a vastl y inferior prod uct
from Oxfo rd Univers ity Press that supposedly pe rfo rms the same
func tion, but docs not. It is e nough to make one cry .

Flaws in Production
As one mi ght guess, there are a number of tiny fl aws here an d
there that have more to do with the production of the book than
anyt hing else. Let me set out a few because they invo lve bo th
photograp hs and tex t. First, the capt ion be low the photog raph of
Cave I (p.49) is inaccurate and. disappoi nti ngly. does not show
the re mains of the wall still standing at the entry. It was not "excavalOrs" who made "large r openings" into the cave in modern
times. The ancien t people of the Dead Sea walled up the entry
with stones (there are a lot of them lying about ) and modern excavators have removed only parts of that original wal l. Second, the
photograph of the excavations at Qumran on page 187 is
backward.
T hird, throughout the volu me one finds occasional misspellings and related mistakes. ( I) For exa mple, on page vii. line 2
from the bottom, the expression practices of the Jews shou ld be
altered to practices of Jews si nce not all Jews of the era were fo llowe rs of th e people of the Dead Sea. (2) On page 106, line 5 of
the quotation, a space needs to be added : we should read
"(founded) on" rather than "(fou nd ed)on
.. " (4) On page
110, li ne 15. the read ing shou ld be "one of the texts re ads"
instead of "one of the tex t read." (5) On page 133. li ne 3, the
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word Bible needs a capital even if Garcfa Martinez may not have
capitali zed it in his orig ina l piece. (6) On page 186. nine lines
from the bottom, the preposition in is missing.
Fourth, two articles feature the translation of Garcia Martinez
in passages excerpted from the scrolls. S It is not clear why the articles did not draw from the second edit ion of this translation
(1996), which had appeared before this volume went to press. Presu mably, Garcia Martinez had made a number of improvements in
his translation between the two editions.
Notwithstanding the difficulties-some larger than others-I
wou ld judge the volume to be an important contributi on to the
understanding of Lauer-day Saints who have become interested i n
the set of issues ra ised by the discovery and translation of the
scro lls. I am particu larly heartened by the number of you ng
Lauer-day Saint scholars who have prepared themse lves to e ngage
in serious work on this sort of e nterpri se. 1 highly recom me nd it
to readers who are the least bit curious about the Dead Sea Scrolls.

5

See Florentino Garcia Martfnez, The Dead Sea Scrolls Transla/ed, 15t

cd. (Leiden: Brill , 1994).

